The impact of PSA on prostate cancer management. Can we abandon routine staging pelvic lymphadenectomy?
Despite a negative metastatic evaluation, up to 100% of patients with high-grade tumors are found to harbor metastatic disease within the pelvic lymph nodes at the time of surgery. This article reviews the literature regarding efforts to refine noninvasive preoperative staging through the use of serum tumor markers, improved radiologic imaging, and histologic analysis of the biopsy specimens. A discussion of the renewed controversy regarding the role of pelvic lymphadenectomy in the management of adenocarcinoma of the prostate follows.